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39 deaths of Adam Strand, The        336   Gregory Galloway  
Adam Strand isn’t depressed. He’s just bored…disaffected. So he kills himself…39 times!  No matter the method, Adam 
can’t seem to stay dead; he awakes after each suicide alive and physically unharmed, more determined to succeed and 
undeterred by others’ concerns. But when his self-contained, self-absorbed path is diverted, Adam is struck by the 
reality that life is an ever-expanding web of impact and forged connections, and that nothing—not even death—can 
sever those bonds. 
 
102 Minutes: The Untold Story of the Fight to Survive Inside the Twin Towers      400  Jim Dwyer 
At 8:46 a.m. on September 11, 2001, fourteen thousand people were inside the World Trade Center just starting their 
workdays, but over the next 102 minutes, each would become part of a drama for the ages. Of the millions of words 
written about this wrenching day, most were told from the outside looking in. New York Times reporters Jim Dwyer and 
Kevin Flynn draw on hundreds of interviews with rescuers and survivors, thousands of pages of oral histories, and 
countless phone, e-mail, and emergency radio transcripts to tell the story of September 11 from the inside looking out.  
 
Beauty Queens          400  Libba Bray 
The fifty contestants in the Miss Teen Dream Pageant thought this was going to be a fun trip to the beach, where they 
could parade in their state-appropriate costumes and compete in front of the cameras. But sadly, their airplane had 
another idea, crashing on a desert island and leaving the survivors stranded with little food, little water, and practically 
no eyeliner.  What's a beauty queen to do? Continue to practice for the talent portion of the program - or wrestle snakes 
to the ground? Get a perfect tan - or learn to run wild? And what should happen when the sexy pirates show up? 
 
Belle Epoque          336  Elizabeth Ross   
When Maude Pichon runs away from provincial Brittany to Paris, her romantic dreams vanish as quickly as her savings. 
Desperate for work, she answers an unusual ad. The Durandeau Agency provides its clients with a unique service—the 
beauty foil. Hire a plain friend and become instantly more attractive.  Monsieur Durandeau has made a fortune from 
wealthy socialites, and when the Countess Dubern needs a companion for her headstrong daughter, Isabelle, Maude is 
deemed the perfect adornment of plainness.  Isabelle has no idea her new "friend" is the hired help, and Maude's very 
existence among the aristocracy hinges on her keeping the truth a secret. Yet the more she learns about Isabelle, the 
more her loyalty is tested. And the longer her deception continues, the more she has to lose.  Belle Epoque is set at the 
height of bohemian Paris, when the city was at the peak of decadence, men and women were at their most beautiful, 
and morality was at its most depraved. 
 
Boy Meets Boy          224   David Levithan 
This is the story of Paul, a sophomore at a high school like no other: The cheerleaders ride Harleys, the homecoming 
queen used to be a guy named Daryl (she now prefers Infinite Darlene and is also the star quarterback), and the gay-
straight alliance was formed to help the straight kids learn how to dance.  When Paul meets Noah, he thinks he’s found 
the one his heart is made for...until he blows it. The school bookie says the odds are 12-to-1 against him getting Noah 
back, but Paul’s not giving up without playing his love really loud. His best friend Joni might be drifting away, his other 
best friend Tony might be dealing with ultra-religious parents, and his ex-boyfriend Kyle might not be going away 
anytime soon, but sometimes everything needs to fall apart before it can really fit together right.  This is a happy-
meaningful romantic comedy about finding love, losing love, and doing what it takes to get love back in a crazy-
wonderful world. 
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Burned           560  Ellen Hopkins 
For a girl raised in a religious—and abusive—family, a simple dream could be the first step toward eternal damnation. 
Pattyn Von Stratten has questions, questions about God, and sex, and mostly love. Will she ever find it? Pattyn 
experiences the first stirrings of passion, but when her father catches her in a compromising position, events spiral out 
of control.  Pattyn is sent to live with an aunt in the wilds of rural Nevada to find salvation and redemption. What she 
finds instead is love and acceptance, and for the first time she feels worthy of both—until she realizes that her old 
demons will not let her go. Those demons lead Pattyn down a path to hell—not to the place she learned about in  
sacrament meetings, but to an existence every bit as horrifying. 
 
Chasing Shadows                       320  Swati Avasthi 
Corey, Holly, and Savitri are one unit—fast, strong, inseparable. Together they turn Chicago concrete and asphalt into a 
freerunner’s jungle gym, ricocheting off walls, scaling buildings, leaping from rooftop to rooftop.  But acting like a 
superhero didn’t make Corey bulletproof and soon Holly and Savitri are coming unglued. Holly says she's chasing Corey's 
killer, chasing revenge. Savitri fears Holly's just running wild—and leaving her behind. Friends should stand by each 
other in times of crissi. This is a gripping portrait of two girls teetering on the edge of grief and insanity, who will find out 
just how many ways there are to lose a friend . . . and how many ways to be lost. 
 
Children’s Blizzard, The        336  David Laskin 
The morning of January 12, 1888, dawned so unseasonably mild that many children in the Midwest walked to school 
without heavy coats or gloves. That afternoon, the quiet skies broke suddenly into a raging chaos of hurricane-force 
winds and blinding snows. Thousands of people, many of them schoolchildren returning home from class, were stranded 
in this bone-numbing blizzard. By the next morning, more than 500 people lay dead; many of them children caught just a 
few yards from shelter. 
 
Divergent          487  Veronica Roth  
In Beatrice Prior's dystopian Chicago world, society is divided into five factions, each dedicated to the cultivation of a 
particular virtue—Candor (the honest), Abnegation (the selfless), Dauntless (the brave), Amity (the peaceful), and 
Erudite (the intelligent). On an appointed day of every year, all sixteen-year-olds must select the faction to which they 
will devote the rest of their lives. For Beatrice, the decision is between staying with her family and being who she really 
is—she can't have both. So she makes a choice that surprises everyone, including herself. During the highly competitive 
initiation that follows, Beatrice renames herself Tris and struggles alongside her fellow initiates to live out the choice 
they have made. Together they must undergo extreme physical tests of endurance and intense psychological 
simulations, some with devastating consequences. As initiation transforms them all, Tris must determine who her 
friends really are—and where, exactly, a romance with a sometimes fascinating, sometimes exasperating boy fits into 
the life she's chosen. But Tris also has a secret, one she's kept hidden from everyone because she's been warned it can 
mean death. And as she discovers unrest and growing conflict that threaten to unravel her seemingly perfect society, 
she also learns that her secret might help her save those she loves . . . or it might destroy her. 
 
Eleanor & Park         336  Rainbow Rowell 
Eleanor is the new girl in town and her wild red hair and patchwork outfits are not helping her blend in. She ends up 
sitting next to Park on the bus, whose tendencies towards comic books don’t jibe with the rest of his family’s love of 
sports. They sit in awkward silence every day until Park notices that Eleanor is reading his comics over his shoulder; he 
begins to slide them closer to her side of the seat and thus begins their love story. Their relationship grows gradually--
making each other mixed tapes (it is 1986 after all) and discussing X-Men characters--until they both find themselves 
looking forward to the bus ride more than any other part of the day. Things aren’t easy: Eleanor is bullied at school and 
then goes home to a threatening family situation; Park’s parents do not approve of Eleanor’s awkward ways. Ultimately, 
though, this is a story about two people who just really, really like each other and who believe that they can overcome 
any obstacle standing in the way of their happiness. 
 
 
 
 
 



Giver, The               240  Lois Lowry 
In a world with no poverty, no crime, no sickness and no unemployment, and where every family is happy, 12-year-old 
Jonas is chosen to be the community's Receiver of Memories. Under the tutelage of the Elders and an old man known as 
the Giver, he discovers the disturbing truth about his utopian world and struggles against the weight of its hypocrisy.  
Gradually Jonas learns just how costly this ordered and pain-free society can be, and boldly decides he cannot pay the 
price. 
 
He Said, She Said         336  Kwame Alexander  
He says: Omar "T-Diddy" Smalls has got it made—a full football ride to UMiami, hero-worship status at school, and pick 
of any girl at West Charleston High.  She says: Football, shmootball.  Claudia Clarke cares about Harvard, the poor, the 
disenfranchised, the hungry, the staggering teen pregnancy rate, investigative journalism . . . the list goes on, and she 
does not have a minute to waste on Mr. T-Diddy Smalls and his harem of bimbos.  The two high school seniors are 
unexpectedly thrown together when they end up leading the biggest social protest this side of the Mississippi—with a 
lot of help from Facebook and Twitter.   
 
Hound of the Baskervilles, The                359                       Arthur Conan Doyle 
Could the sudden death of Sir Charles Baskerville have been caused by the gigantic ghostly hound which is said to have 
haunted his family for generations? Arch-rationalist Sherlock Holmes characteristically dismisses the theory as nonsense. 
Claiming to be immersed in another case, he sends Watson to Devon to protect the Baskerville heir and to observe the 
suspects at close hand.   When a second member of the Baskerville family dies, Sherlock Holmes investigates and finds 
murderous greed behind the supposed curse.  
  
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban     352  Malala Yousafzai 
When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced 
and fought for her right to an education.  On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the 
ultimate price. She was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school and few expected 
her to survive.  Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in 
northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol of peaceful 
protest and the youngest nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family 
uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and 
encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their daughter in a 
society that prizes sons. 
 
Impossible Knife of Memory, The       400  Laurie Halse Anderson 
For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never staying long in one place as he 
struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his return from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where 
he grew up so Hayley can attend school. Perhaps, for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own 
painful memories, even have a relationship with Finn, the hot guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his 
own.  Will being back home help Andy’s PTSD, or will his terrible memories drag him to the edge of hell, and drugs push 
him over? 
 
Maze Runner, The                                       375  James Dashner 
Thomas, a teenage amnesiac, wakes up in the Glade, an enclosed structure with a jail, a graveyard, a slaughterhouse, 
living quarters, and gardens.. Here, a group of teenage boys eke out a hazardous existence, exploring the Maze by day 
and retreating to the Glade at night. No one knows how they got there; no one has ever found a way out (“Old life's 
over, new life's begun. Learn the rules quick,” the group's leader tells Thomas). Bizarre technological monsters called 
Grievers patrol the Maze's corridors, almost certain death for any who encounter them. Thomas struggles to regain his 
memories, but the arrival of a young woman with an ominous message changes the rules of the game. 
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Midwinter Blood          272   Marcus Sedgwick 
An archaeologist who unearths a mysterious artifact, an airman who finds himself far from home, a painter, a ghost, a 
vampire, and a Viking: the seven stories in this compelling novel all take place on the remote Scandinavian island of 
Blessed where a curiously powerful plant that resembles a dragon grows. What binds these stories together? What 
secrets lurk beneath the surface of this idyllic countryside? And what might be powerful enough to break the cycle of 
midwinter blood?  
 
Me and Earl and the Dying Girl        304  Jesse Andrews  
Up until senior year, Greg has maintained total social invisibility. He only has one friend, Earl, and together they spend 
their time—when not playing video games and avoiding Earl’s terrifying brothers— making movies, their own versions of 
Coppola and Herzog cult classics. Greg would be the first one to tell you his movies are terrible, but he and Earl don’t 
make them for other people…until Rachel.  Rachel has leukemia, and Greg’s mom gets the genius idea that Greg should 
befriend her. Against his better judgment and despite his extreme awkwardness, he does. When Rachel decides to stop 
treatment, Greg and Earl must abandon invisibility and make a stand.  
 
Monument 14          352  Emma Laybourne 
One superstore, fourteen kids and a million things that can go wrong.   Six high school kids (some popular, some not), 
two eighth graders (one a tech genius), and six little kids trapped together in a chain superstore build a refuge for 
themselves inside. While outside, a series of escalating disasters, beginning with a monster hailstorm and ending with a 
chemical weapons spill, seems to be tearing the world—as they know it—apart. 
 
Much Ado About Nothing        246   William Shakespeare 
Benedick is amused to learn that his friend Claudio plans to marry the lovely noblewoman Hero. They are a sweet young 
couple rendered practically speechless by their love for one another. In contrast, Benedick, who insists that he will never 
get married, soon finds himself engaged in a "merry war with sharp-tongued Beatrice, Hero's beautiful cousin. they both 
talk a mile a minute and proclaim their scorn for love, marriage, and each other The plot thickens when the scheming 
Don John slanders Hero in a spiteful attempt to bring unhappiness to the lovers and Benedick and Beatrice are tricked 
into confessing their love for each other. However, Dogberry, a Constable who is a master of malapropisms, unwittingly 
discovers the evil trickery of the villain.  In the end, Don John is captured and everyone else joins in a dance celebrating 
the marriages of the two couples. 
 
On The Road 304  Jack Kerouac 
In its time Jack Kerouac's masterpiece was the bible of the Beat Generation.  While it stunned the public and literary 
establishment when it was published in 1957, it is now recognized as an American classic.  On the Road swings to the 
rhythms of fifties underground America, jazz, sex, generosity, chill dawns, and drugs, with Sal Paradise and his hero Dean 
Moriarty, traveler and mystic, the living epitome of Beat.  
 
Raven Boys  416  Maggie Stiefvater 
Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to her clairvoyant mother as the soon-to-be dead walk past. Blue never sees them--
until this year, when a boy emerges from the dark and speaks to her.  His name is Gansey, a rich student at Aglionby, the 
local private school. Blue has a policy of staying away from Aglionby boys. Known as Raven Boys, they can only mean 
trouble.  But Blue is drawn to Gansey, in a way she can't entirely explain. He is on a quest that has encompassed three 
other Raven Boys: Adam, the scholarship student who resents the privilege around him; Ronan, the fierce soul whose 
emotions range from anger to despair; and Noah, the taciturn watcher who notices many things but says very little. 
For as long as she can remember, Blue has been warned that she will cause her true love to die. She doesn't believe in 
true love, and never thought this would be a problem. But as her life becomes caught up in the strange and sinister 
world of the Raven Boys, she's not so sure anymore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ready Player One         384  Ernest Cline 
In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the 
virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital 
confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise 
massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them.   But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself 
beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to 
win—and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape. 
 
True Story of Hansel and Gretel, The: A Novel of War and Survival    297  Louise Murphy 
In the last months of the Nazi occupation of Poland, two children are left by their father and stepmother to find safety in 
a dense forest. Because their real names will reveal their Jewishness, they are renamed "Hansel" and "Gretel." They 
wander in the woods until they are taken in by Magda, an eccentric and stubborn old woman called "witch" by the 
nearby villagers. Magda is determined to save them, even as a German officer arrives in the village with his own plans 
for the children. 
 
World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War (zombies)  352  Max Brooks 
The Zombie War came unthinkably close to eradicating humanity. Max Brooks, driven by the urgency of preserving the 
acid-etched first-hand experiences of the survivors from those apocalyptic years, traveled across the United States of 
America and throughout the world, from decimated cities that once teemed with upwards of thirty million souls to the 
most remote and inhospitable areas of the planet. He recorded the testimony of men, women, and sometimes children 
who came face-to-face with the living, or at least the undead, hell of that dreadful time. World War Z is the result. Never 
before have we had access to a document that so powerfully conveys the depth of fear and horror, and also the 
ineradicable spirit of resistance, that gripped human society through the plague years.  Ranging from the now infamous 
village of New Dachang in the United Federation of China, where the epidemiological trail began with the twelve-year-
old Patient Zero, to the unnamed northern forests where untold numbers sought a terrible and temporary refuge in the 
cold, to the United States of Southern Africa, where the Redeker Plan provided hope for humanity at an unspeakable 
price, to the west-of-the-Rockies redoubt where the North American tide finally started to turn, this invaluable chronicle  
reflects the full scope and duration of the Zombie War.  
 
   


